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SustainERA ("ERA Chair in Sustainable Futures", SustainERA, ID: 
101186958) was funded for five years (2025–2029) by the European 
Commission's Horizon Europe Widening Participation and Spreading 
Excellence programme with a total grant of 2.5 million euros.

The views and opinions expressed are solely those of the author(s) and do not necessarily 
reflect those of the European Union or the granting authority. Neither the European Union 
nor the granting authority can be held responsible for them.



Making sure people today can live 
happy, healthy lives while 
preserving the same opportunity 
for future generations

Towards a Sustainable Future



CAPACITY BUILDING
To strengthen interdisciplinary research excellence, capacity, and 
capability at TLU, by establishing a new high-level research group in the 
field of Sustainable Futures, focusing on sustainability and non-growth.

RESEARCH EXCELLENCE
To create an Open Lab for Sustainable Futures research, fostering 
collaboration across various TLU Schools and with external private and 
public partners, with the aim of enhancing interdisciplinary research 
excellence and informing evidence-based interventions and policy 
development in this field.

Main Goals
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Focus on Estonia

• Among Central and Eastern 
European countries a leader in 
sustainable performance and 
innovation growth.

• Low concern for climate change 
and minimal eco-conscious 
behaviour.

• Broader international and 
historical perspectives will 
complement the Estonian focus.



Which of the 
following areas 
do you think the 
EU should 
address as a 
priority?

June-July 2024,
Flash Eurobarometer 550 EU
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How 
worried are 
you about 
climate 
change? 
(2021)



2021

To what extent feel personal responsibility to reduce climate change 
n





Eurobarometer September 2023

Importance of the Environmental Consequences of 
Consumer Purchases"



Main Research Themes

Lead Investigators: Anu Realo and Grete Arro

➢ Individual Characteristics and Behaviours in Sustainability Transitions:

Investigates individual-level attitudes, values, knowledge, and behaviours related to 
sustainability and non-growth in Estonia, within the Nordic-Baltic context. It includes 
developing methods for monitoring and evaluating the impact of sustainability initiatives 
on public awareness and individual actions.

➢ Agency, Trust, and Personal Responsibility in Sustainable Futures:

Examines how agency, personal responsibility, and trust influence sustainable behaviour. 
Focuses on how individuals attribute responsibility for sustainability and how these 
attributions shape their actions and responses to sustainability campaigns, using mixed-
method research approaches.



Main Research Themes

Lead Investigators: Mari-Liis Jakobson and Leif Kalev

➢ Political Communication and Attitudes:

Explores political communication on sustainability and degrowth in Estonia. It includes 
analysing media, manifestos, and social media, examining political actors' positions and 
communication strategies, and assessing their impact on public attitudes and behaviour.

➢ Policy Development for Governing Sustainability Transition:

Examines how policymakers adopt and adapt EU sustainability regulations, focusing on 
policy implementation, societal acceptance, and co-governance. It aims to identify best 
practices for effective and legitimate sustainability governance.



Main Research Themes

Lead Investigators: Jaanus Terasmaa, Katrin Männik, Terje Väljataga

➢ Sustainable Organisation and Ecosystems:

Investigates how organisations transition to sustainability using ESG frameworks, 
identifying key drivers and barriers. It aims to develop flexible lifelong learning models for 
organisations, focusing on universities and their ESG strategies, with TLU as a case study.

➢ Organisational Transitions to Sustainability in Estonia: An ESG-Based 
Analysis:

Focuses on mid-level managers and marketing specialists in Estonian organisations, 
exploring how ESG frameworks influence sustainability transitions. Identifies barriers, 
competency gaps, and strategies, while developing tailored models using European 
sustainability competence frameworks.



Main Research Themes

Lead Investigators: Tarmo Pikner, Kai Pata, Terje Väljataga

➢ The Role of Communities and Rural-Urban Contexts in Driving Sustainability 
Transitions:

Explores community-based sustainability transformations in rural and urban settings, 
focusing on circular bioeconomy and other sustainable practices, with an emphasis on 
rural communities and innovation hubs like technoparks.

➢ The Role of Urban and Rural Contexts and Time Dimensions Related to Non-
growth and Sustainability Transitions:

Examines how spatial, cultural, and temporal factors influence sustainability transitions, 
focusing on communities, care, and anticipated futures in non-growth contexts, and how 
historical experiences shape attitudes towards sustainability.



Enhancing Research Excellence 
and Developing the Next 
Generation of Researchers

• Collaboration and Capacity Building with Graduate Schools
Integrate interdisciplinary approaches to social science research for sustainable futures 
into the doctoral school programme in Estonia and into relevant international doctoral 
schools.

• Organisation of Summer/Winter Schools for Early Career Researchers
In collaboration with other TLU Schools, two summer and/or winter schools for ECRs
(doctoral students and postdoctoral fellows) in the field of Sustainable Futures will be
organised. The schools will accommodate 20+ participants.

• PhD Supervisors Support
Regular workshops targeting both younger andmore experienced supervisors.



We’re recruiting!



Thank you!
Please follow us on social media:

@sustainera.bsky.social 

linkedin.com/company/106934630 (ERA Chair in Sustainable Futures)

https://www.google.com/url?q=http://linkedin.com/company/106934630&sa=D&source=docs&ust=1743514833818619&usg=AOvVaw1TTokbLi7C-2AqPNJOGGV8






https://data.footprintnetwork.org/#/
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