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Swiss Political System

• Population : 8.7 million 

• Electorate : 5.5 million

• Federal system (3 levels) - Federal, 26 Cantons/States, ~2200 
Municipalities
• Political rights : shared competence between the Federal State and the Cantons

• Most of competences belong to the cantons

• Semi-direct democracy : initiative and referendum + parliamentary system

• Frequency of Ballots : 4 - 5 times per year

• Participation rate : 42.5%
• Vote by mail : 95%

• Vote at polling station : 5%

• Vote online : 22% (in Geneva)



E-Voting in Switzerland

• Solution Type: Web-based

• End to end Verifiability
• Individual verifiabilty : return codes

• Control components : 4

• Usage limits : 
• Maximum 30% of the cantonal electorate

• Maximum 10% of the entire Swiss electorate

• Not included in the limits : Swiss citizens abroad, voters requiring 
assistance due to disabilities



The CHVote Project 
A 18 years long journey



2001 – Start of the e-voting project in 
Switzerland

Geneva - CHVote

Neuchâtel - Scytl

Zurich - Unisys



2003 – First online referendum in the 
Geneva municipality of Anières



2009 – Geneva adds e-voting to its 
constitution

• February 8th 2009 : Geneva adds e-voting to its constitution with 
over 70% approval

• 2007-2008 : Project suspended during parliamentary debates



2009 – improved solution

• Crypto chanel via Java applet

• Swiss citizens abroad can vote online 
from 110 countries (Wassenaar
Arrangement) 

• Hosting for other cantons : BE, LU
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2011 – first national 
elections with e-voting



2015 – introduction of 
individual verifiability



2016 – End to end verifiability

• Collaboration with Swiss and European universities

• CHF 6 million, 3 years to develop



2016 – Source code publication adopted 
by Parliament (Geneva)

• Added to the Federal Ordinance on Electronic Voting (OEV) in 
2018

• Scytl and SwissPost required to publish their source codes



2019 – end of CHVote

Geneva - CHVote

SwissPost - Scytl



Key Takeaways

• Security as a priority
Security must be at the heart of the development process to protect 
vote integrity and voter trust

• Simplicity and accessibility
The system should remain user-friendly to facilitate participation and 
encourage engagement from all eligible voters

• Transparency and inclusion
Involving e-voting academics in the development process helps 
mitigate negative perceptions and fosters a more inclusive approach



2023 – SwissPost restart the project

SwissPost

Future Outlook: Geneva in June 

2026
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